GEORGE THE THIRD
It was a proletarian outburst, which was probably engineered by
a few wild men who liked to think of themselves as republicans;
for on the following night when George put in an appearance at
Covent Garden he was given a rousing reception by those respect-
able members of the upper and middle classes who patronized
die theatre.
In the following February, however, there was another un-
pleasant incident. As the King and Queen were returning from
Drury Lane a stone was thrown into the royal coach and the
Queen was struck on the cheek; and although a reward of
.£1000 was offered for information which would lead to the
arrest of the thrower no one was ever brought to justice. Four
years later a dastardly attempt was made to assassinate the King.
He had gone to Drury Lane to see Colley Gibber's comedy She
Would and She Would Not, which was one of the most popular
plays in Town; and he had just entered the royal box in the
theatre when above the strains of ' God Save the King ' was
heard a pistol's shot. One John Hadfield, who turned out to be
a former trooper of the I5th Light Dragoons, from his place in
the front row of the pit, had fired at die King; but by good
fortune the shot had gone wide. The house was in a turmoil,
and once again the King won golden opinions for his coolness
and courage: he resolutely refused to leave the building, but
calmly stood at the front of the box, bowing graciously to the
audience who sang 4 God Save the King ' until they were hoarse.
Behind the scenes Sheridan was busily scribbling a new verse to
the National Anthem, which was sung there and then by Michael
Kelly, the actor and composer, who was musical director of
Drury Lane at the time.
From every latent foe,
From the assassin's blow,
God save the King!
O'er him Thine arm extend;
For Britain's sake defend
Our father, Prince, and friend;
God save the King!
Kelly's was the most popular c turn' that evening; and the King
was charmed by Sheridan's demonstration of loyalty.
The undercurrent of discontent, which manifested itself in
nearly every part of the country, found its way into the Royal
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